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Madeline Paul 

I would like to start by thanking all of the many members who have contributed articles, content and images 

for this edition. Due to the restrictions impacting sailing, this edition focuses on a number of other things  

going on around the club and elsewhere.  

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Mudpuddler and I look forward to when we can all be out on the water 

again. Stay well and happy reading! 

/[¦. /haa¦bL/!¢Lhb{ 

www.albertsc.org.au 

(03) 9690 2374 

1 Aquatic Drive, 

Albert Park Lake, 

sailing@albertsc.org.au 

AlbertSailing 

For updates from the Club, follow us on Facebook or register on our website for our weekly Snippets e-mail. 

Albert Sailing Club, Inc 

нлнл-нлнм !{/ /haaL¢¢99 
Office Name Portfolio 

Commodore Cindy Tilbrook Club databases, social, strategy & representation  

Vice Commodore Rod Thomas Strategy, juniors & IT 

Rear Commodore Steve Dunn Sailing and racing 

Secretary Tim Falkiner Members, minutes & records 

Treasurer  Joe Chircop Finance & club databases 

Club Captain Paul Farrell Sailing committee 

Committee Don McKenzie Training principal & club boat maintenance,  

child safety officer 

 Peter Bennell Grants 

 Graeme Blunt Marketing & membership 

 Mike Gratton Assisting the Rear Commodore 

 Greg Ryan Strategy 

 Tony Schalken Security/Club access, databases 

Cw9v¦9b¢[¸ !{Y95 v¦9{¢Lhb{ 
Frequently asked questions from Current and New Members are provided under the FAQ tab under the top 

level "The Club" tab on www.albertsc.org.au. The FAQ's cover subjects such as: club duty requirements;  

access to the Lake; car parking; boat racking; key to the club, car parking, bringing visitors to the club; and 

use of club training boats. 

Is your Albert Park Reserve Parking Permit expired or do you need to apply for a permit? 

Stamped forms for club members available upstairs in clubrooms when we re-open. 

http://www.albertsc.org.au
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Cindy Tilbrook 

This report is being written in beautiful Balnarring 

Beach (home) during yet another period of lockdown 

in Victoria. I do hope, however, that by the time you 

actually receive this edition of the Mudpuddler, we 

are back in action at Albert Sailing Club and the  

country is getting closer to those important  

vaccination numbers that might see us stay open  

for the longer term. 

Whilst the lockdowns have obviously curtailed our 

face-to-face sailing and social activities, rest assured 

that ASC remains in a secure financial position for the 

future and our committee continues to meet and plan 

so that we can re-commence activities as soon as  

permitted. My ongoing thanks go to Rod Thomas for 

monitoring the ever-changing COVID-19 situation 

and its implications for the club and to all committee 

members for their perseverance during these difficult 

times. 

Annual Membership Fees 

The August meeting of the committee considered the 

level of membership fees for the new membership 

year, which will commence on 1 October. The  

committee agreed to a minimal increase in both  

membership and racking fees to cover increases in 

expenditure and to ensure that our longer-term  

budget remains solid. For current members renewing 

for 2021/22, a 15% reduction in fees will then be  

applied to the membership component of fees (not 

racking), in recognition of the continuing lack of  

access for members to the club as a result of the  

pandemic. An option to ódonate backô the discounted 

fees will again be made available for those club  

members who are in a financial position to assist the 

club in this manner. 

In making this decision, the committee was not only 

cognizant of the impact of the pandemic on club 

members, but also of the ongoing potential financial 

impact of repeated closures on our overall financial 

position. The level of relief offered by external  

suppliers in 2020 in relation to some areas of our  

expenditure has not extended to 2021, and hence the 

committee took a conservative approach to the level 

of discount it could offer to members.   

The committee remains determined and devoted to 

ensuring that our club comes through these difficult 

times in a strong and sustainable financial position, 

and we believe our solid, underpinning financial  

reserves means that there are many positive and  

exciting opportunities for ASC in the future.   

However, there is no doubt that we will continue to 

face challenges until the pandemic is under control, 

and we seek your ongoing support for our club 

through the prompt payment of your membership 

dues when they issue late in September. 

Activity at the Club 

We saw some good sailing numbers during the period 

we were open and, whilst COVID-19 has periodically 

curtailed activities, it appears that it is also leading 

people to seek more ólocalô sporting options, as  

enquiries to the club from potential new members  

remain at a good level. The club also saw good  

participation by juniors in the Sunday training  

programs during our open period, and it was a real 

pleasure to see the club buzzing with juniors, their 

parents and instructors on those Sundays. 

Regatta 

Our annual regatta was scheduled for the weekend of 

June 26 and 27 but was cancelled given that we were 

all just out of a lockdown period and ongoing  

restrictions would have made conduct of the regatta 

difficult.  We then rescheduled for July 17 with plans 

for a one-day ópop-upô regatta.  Again, another  

COVID-19 lockdown saw the cancellation of that  

regatta as well.  There are no plans to reschedule for 

another date given the forthcoming opening of the 

sailing season for bay clubs and consequent difficulty 

in finding an appropriate date.  

From the committeeôs perspective, the cancellation of 

the regatta for yet another year was a real heartbreak, 

as this is the third year in a row that we have been 

prevented from holding our regatta (last year:   

COVID-19  Previous year:  low water level).  And this 

year we were heading, I believe, for a great regatta.  

Water levels remained at a high level, we had  

considerable interest from sailors from other clubs, 

our club rooms looked terrific (thanks to all who  

participated in the working bee), and we had a full 

roster of volunteers (thanks to all who put their hands 

up to assist on the day).  So letôs hope the enthusiasm 

remains and 2022 sees our best-ever regatta. 

Women's and Girls in Sailing 

In coming months some Women's and Girls sailing 

and social activities are to be planned following on 

from the successful Virgo sail and get together in 

April. This includes an offer from Faye McKenzie to 

take some training sessions. Keep an eye on Snippets 

for details after we reopen.   

Continued on next page 
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Cindy Tilbrook 

Looking forward 

Planning 

As we look to the future, Greg Ryan (committee  

member) is leading a program of planning for the club 

with a dedicated small group of committee members.  

This will be done through development of a strategic 

roadmap for the next few years and will take into  

consideration the views of all ASC members,  

Including our youth, female, family and senior  

sailors. There is further information in this newsletter 

and I encourage you all to participate in this process 

and help develop the club for the benefit of all.   

Social Sailing and Social Activities 

With ongoing uncertainty surrounding the level of 

Covid-19 related restrictions at any point of time, the 

Committee has decided that this yearôs Discover  

Sailing Day, traditionally held in October, will not be 

held this year.  Instead, we will be focusing our  

attention on our regular racing program and  

additional social and mid-week sailing activities so 

that our existing members can maximise their activity 

at the club in the company of like-minded club  

members. Further information can be found in this 

newsletter. 

Social functions will also commence once Covid-19 

restrictions allow, with a resumption of our Friday 

Evening Social Sails and BBQ on the deck once  

daylight saving starts.  Plans for our annual Trivia 

Night are also underway, although a date for this  

popular event has not yet been confirmed at this 

stage. 

Club Facilities 

The committee has approved the replacement of the 

deck at the club with a view to having this work  

completed prior to the summer sailing season.  We 

also plan to create a ócaf® cornerô looking toward the 

decking area with the purchase of some casual lounge 

seating and coffee tables.   

An expenditure of club funds has been approved to 

have plans for a lift and all-abilities toilets /

changerooms further investigated and developed.  

These works have been óin the pipelineô for a number 

of years and with both state and federal elections 

coming up in 2022, the club wants to be in a good  

position to apply for any available funding that will 

assist us in installing these much-needed facilities.   

150 Years of Sailing on the Lake 

This year sees 150 years of dinghy sailing on Albert 

Park Lake and also sees APYC celebrating 150 years as 

the oldest continually operating inland yacht club in 

Australia. An invitation (see later in this edition) has 

been issued to all ASC members to join in the  

festivities. There will be more details available as the 

date approaches.  

Iôm looking forward to seeing everyone back at the 

club as soon as possible.  In the meantime, stay safe 

and well and may you all see blue skies and fair winds. 

 

Cindy Tilbrook 

Club Commodore 

commodore@albertsc.org.au  

Working bee morning tea 

mailto:commodore@albertsc.org.au
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ASC Committee 

Actual program of activities will depend on Victorian Government COVID-19 related regulations and relevant 

considerations including restrictions for community sport and availability of ASC volunteers or Boatshed  

Instructors as applicable. Updates will be provided in our weekly Thursday Snippets emails and on our club 

website www.albertsc.org.au. 

Upcoming at ASC in Spring 2021 

Event Date Details 

Social Sailing Day Sunday 26 September 11am to 3pm. Sail own boat or a club training boat.  

Crewing on club's RS Quest, or sailing a club RS Zest 

needs a booking in a specified timeslot. We will need  

volunteers to assist. Online booking link will be released 

through Thursday Snippets and club website when  

regulations permit community sailing 

Spring Sailing Season Commences Saturday 2 October Club races on Saturday afternoons  

Social Sailing Mid-week Join our WhatsApp group to find out who is sailing  
mid-week and come along for a mid-week sail 

Friday Evening Sail & 
Social 

Fortnightly from Friday 8 October Come along and sail in the late afternoon or just join us 
for a BBQ dinner on the deck around 6.30p.m.   
See Snippets/Facebook for details  

Sunday Social Sailing Sunday 31 October 
Sunday 28 November 

Further details to come 

Term 4 Junior & Youth  
Development Programs 

From Saturday 16 October at 2pm Further details and online bookings when regulations per-
mit community sailing  

Spring Learn to Sail From Saturday 23 October Course and/or sessions for recent graduates of a Learn to 
Sail course.  Further details and online bookings when 
government restrictions permit  

Trivia Night Date to be advised Trivia fans: Start brushing up your trivia knowledge as 
Quizmasters Tim and Cindy are already working  
on a bumper set of questions. We plan to hold this  
popular event as soon as COVID-19 restrictions  
permit. Watch Snippets for further details on date, time 
and format 

!{/ aL5 ²99Y {!L[LbD 
Tony Schalken  

ASC is promoting mid-week sailing by forming a  

network of members interested in casual sailing  

during the week, outside the normal Saturday  

schedule. Generally, midweek sailing on Wednesdays, 

late morning or afternoon, when the weather is  

reasonable. Can be another day or time. 

The midweek sailing is essentially for club members 

or visiting sailors with their own boat. It is casual  

sailing. There will not be any rib powerboats, club 

BBQ, club official officiating. It is BYO everything.  

Short term lease of a club training boat for midweek 

sailing across the Spring season may be possible for 

ASC members who have completed a learn to sail type 

course or six months or more dinghy sailing  

experience. Use would depend on weather conditions 

and another member with a boat in boatyard  

attending. Any enquiries on possible hire of club boat 

for mid week sailing can be directed to Rod or Don 

via training@albertsc.org.au.  

We are looking at moving to a messaging service 

which would be available as an option to all those who 

are interested in midweek sailing. The platform we 

are proposing to use is WhatsApp. Once you have 

joined the mid-week sailing group you can  

communicate with each other and be made aware of 

who and when anyone is going for a mid-week sail. 

You may wish to sail with a particular buddy or catch 

up with someone.  

Those interested in joining the group please email 

ascsocialsail2021@gmail.com with your name and 

phone number. 

http://www.albertsc.org.au
mailto:training@albertsc.org.au#_blank
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REAR COMMODOREôS REPORT 
Steve Dunn 

New Committee for 2021 

With the AGM behind us Iôd like to congratulate all 

those on the Club Committee for 2021/22. Itôs great to 

see Cindy take on another year as Commodore and 

Rod as Vice Commodore. They tirelessly maintain the 

impetus of keeping our great club operational, in what 

is a difficult time with the COVID-19 problem that 

just wonôt go away. And my thanks to Paul for  

nominating for another year as Club Captain. He can 

often be seen around the club quietly going about the 

duties of Club Captain, going above and beyond his 

role, and making the Rear Commodoreôs task a lot 

easier. Not forgetting the others who help keep sailing 

and racing happening each week. The on again off 

again nature due to lockdown makes the rostering of 

duty crews more difficult and full credit to Ron  

Lackington for making it happen. Then thereôs Steve 

Lincoln, and the ladies in the tower, Leslie, Sue, and 

Brenda taking times and assisting with producing  

results. The members who perform duty, it just canôt 

happen without your efforts, a big thank you to all 

concerned.  

Winter Series progress for 2021 

With the Winter Series now completed, this year like 

last has seen six cancelled races, with only five Winter 

Championship Races completed out of a possible 

eight, and four Winter Handicap races out of a  

possible seven. Unfortunately, at least the first 2 races 

of the annual 3 race Bill Hooper series in September 

has been cancelled, as was our Annual Regatta in 

June, due to COVID-19 restrictions and uncertainty.  

New Zest Rudders 

During lockdown periods I have made up shorter 

length timber rudder blades for the 4 new RS Zests 

delivered in January. Obtaining suitable timber is not 

as straight forward as a trip to Bunnings. Timber  

being in short supply at the moment aside, these  

rudders were built using Sapele timber sourced from 

Mathews Timber in Knox. Sapele is a beautiful timber 

similar to Mahogany, and although a bit on the  

heavier side itôs extremely durable and ideal for the 

rudder blades, and came in 1kg lighter than the  

standard Zest rudder! Mahogany being no longer 

readily available, it was an ideal alternative. A friendly 

family run business, Mathews have an amazing stock 

of exotic timber and it is a joy to take a look out back 

at the amazing array of wood species that they have in 

stock. 

Four new Zest rudders ready for action (above).  

Note, one was stained to hide a ñmanufacturing  

defectò. The rounded lower edge was purely a weight 

saving strategy, although I did see an online article 

describing it as a go fast measure, most likely on our 

lake the advantage will be that it will slip through the 

weed better! 

 

Steve Dunn 

ASC Rear Commodore 

²9[/ha9 b9² a9a.9w{ 
Rod Thomas 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

From December to March Albert Sailing Club had 4 

new family memberships, 1 new (returning) Senior 

memberships, 2 new Junior memberships and a  

new Social Associate from SEDA group.  

A big welcome to them all. We look forward to seeing 

you at Albert Sailing Club in the Spring months. 

 

New Members  

John Le Marshall Family, Heron 

Rowland Bourke Family, Mirror 

Lisa Michael Family, club boats 

Christian Cantwell Family, 2 Optimists & Laster 4.7 

Pam Webster Senior, returning with Sabre 

Mietta Rael Junior, club boat 

Alexandria Hou Junior, club boat 

Bella Smith Social Associate (SEDA) 
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Paul Farrell 

Here we are again moving in and out of lockdown. 

The lake is full and probably in the best condition we 

have seen for years. Hopefully when we do get back, 

we will still be able to enjoy high water levels and 

weed free sailing, fingers crossed.  

Lockdown homework  

Itôs a great opportunity to brush up on the Racing 

Rules of Sailing available online at https:// 

www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules/index.php 

and the club's Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions 

available under Sailing - Race Documents tab of 

www.albertsc.org.au. 

 

We are also always seeking additional members with  

a power boat licence to operate our rescue boats so 

this is a good time to do the work required to obtain 

you licence. You study up on the, ñRecreational  

Boating Safety Handbookò available at https://

transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety/

recreational-boating/licensing/how-to-get-your-

marine-licence, and then book a powerboat licence 

test as per the instructions on the same website. 

Itôs good to brush up on the rules if already a  

powerboat driver and essential reading if youôre  

planning to get a power boat licence.  

When we get back to sailing  

Maintenance and operation of our powerboat 'ducks' 

is important. We currently have three Ducks, 

(RHIBôs). In order oldest to newest, Lake Yellow,  

Lake Grey, (sometimes called lake White) and Rescue 

One, (also known as Lake Red.)  Some tips on use of 

the ASC RHIB's 

¶ Check fuel level, attach kill switch and check 

inflation of RHIB tubes at the start of the day. 

Each Duck each has their own inflation pumps 

which are not interchangeable. These can  

generally be found in the storeroom or on the 

platform above the Duck storage area. 

¶ Ensure the motor is up and bungs are in prior to 

launching. 

¶ The two newer Ducks have fuel injection which 

should make them easy to start with a pull of 

the starter cord. The older yellow duck needs 

choke out for first start of day then one or a few 

pulls of the starter cord. 

Any issues with the power boats should be reported to 

me directly or by email to Sailing@albertsc.org.au. 

Paul Farrell  

ASC Club Captain 

w{ v¦9{¢ {!L[LbD Lb {twLbD  
Rod Thomas & Steve Dunn 

Albert Sailing Club took possession of a 4.3 metre RS 

Quest sailboat in 2018. The RS Quest boat is a roomy 

boat with mainsail, jib and asymmetric spinnaker 

which is ideal for sailing by 2 to 4 people, with a  

reasonably experienced skipper. We are planning to 

have the club's Quest out sailing fortnightly in the 

Spring, subject to Government COVID restrictions. 

The club will have a list of experienced members  

accredited to skipper the Quest. The accredited  

skipper will take responsibility for the use of the boat 

and for up to 2 crew who can be at any level of sailing 

experience and of age 5 years to veteran. Contact  

Steve Dunn if you are a member interested in being 

on the Quest skipper list. 

The first date programmed for RS Quest sailing is the 

Social Sailing Day Sunday 26 September. The  

plan is to have one hour slots from 11am to 3pm, for 

up to 2 crew per timeslot. Four other RS Quest sailing 

days have been programmed on Saturdays  

corresponding to a Club Handicap Series sailing days, 

with a morning casual sail session and an afternoon 

session which may include sailing the club race. There 

will be 8 available sessions on Saturdays 9th and 23rd 

October, 14th November, and 4th December. The 

booking would be for one ASC member; two ASC 

members; an ASC member & partner or family  

member. 

The dates and booking link for Quest crewing will be 

notified through our weekly Thursday Snippets.  

Sessions may be cancelled or added to according to 

weather  

forecasts and  

announcements 

on COVID-19  

restrictions.  

https://www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules/index.php
https://www.sailing.org/documents/racingrules/index.php
http://www.albertsc.org.au
https://transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety/recreational-boating/licensing/how-to-get-your-marine-licence
https://transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety/recreational-boating/licensing/how-to-get-your-marine-licence
https://transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety/recreational-boating/licensing/how-to-get-your-marine-licence
https://transportsafety.vic.gov.au/maritime-safety/recreational-boating/licensing/how-to-get-your-marine-licence
mailto:Sailing@albertsc.org.au
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Rod Thomas 
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Albert Park Lake was busy with sailing on Sunday  

afternoons in the mid May to late June period when 

the Victorian Optimist junior sailors and their  

families descended on Albert Sailing Club for the  

Victorian Class Association (VIODA) Term 2 winter 

coaching program. Thirty five juniors in age range 8 

to 13 years of age signed on for the program from a 

spread of clubs within 80 kilometres or so of  

Melbourne including: Sorrento, Mornington,  

Somers, Geelong, Indented Head , Sandringham, 

Brighton, Black Rock and Mordialloc. From Albert 

Sailing Club there was Nigel and Tristan in their own 

boats and James and Max in Optimists leased from 

ASC, together with the two daughters of the VIODA 

President Christian Cantwell who belong to multiple 

clubs, including ASC since May.  

The on water coaching for the VIODA program was 

in three groupings (Open, Intermediate, Green Fleet) 

based on experience level, with the focus on skill  

development and having fun. The coaching was  

provided by a group of ex-Opti sailors, now in their 

20's, professionally coordinated by Dave White, the 

training manager at Sorrento SCBC, who was the 

2020 Australian Sailing Victorian Sport Professional 

Award winner. 

A Term 3 VIODA coaching program of 8 Sunday  

afternoons was also programmed from ASC, with 

again 35 enrolments. Unfortunately, only week 3 on 

1st August was able to be sailed due to the Victorian 

COVID-19 lockdowns. We trust that the Optimist  

sailors and their families are able to return to sailing 

in the Spring months. In the main they will return to 

their home clubs but will be welcome to sail with us 

on the Lake as visitors, temporary members or  

annual members.  

Albert Sailing Club also hosted a couple of Victorian 

Laser Association short coaching programs in the 

Winter months. There was a four day VLA program in 

early July for Laser 4.7 and Radial sailors with the 

Thursday and Friday at Albert Sailing Club and the 

weekend at Sandringham. On the 1st of August there 

was the first of 4 scheduled Sunday morning sessions 

for sailors transitioning into the Laser class, mainly 

juniors from the Optimist class sailing Lasers with 4.7 

rigs hired from the Laser Association. We had three 

ASC juniors in Any, Nick and Mietta in this program. 

Again COVID-19 restrictions intervened and as at the 

end of August two of the 4 sessions had been  

cancelled with the fourth likely to be cancelled or 

postponed. 

During the winter months Albert Sailing Club and  

Albert Park Lake has again shown that it is an ideal 

venue for class association  training programs and 

more generally dinghy sailing. We look forward to 

class association members sailing in future coaching 

programs and club sailing races and activities at ASC. 

VIODA 

Laser Transition 


